the pure flow of the Mugiione on the other. The rivers meet,
and run parallel, but there comes a moment when the one or
the other must conquer, and it is the yellow vehemence that
drowns the purer tide.

So, through rny Father's brain, in that year of scientific
crisis, 1857, there rushed two kinds of thought, each absorbing,
each convincing, yet totally irreconcilable. There is a peculiar
agony in the paradox that truth has two forms, each of them
indisputable, yet each antagonistic to the other. It was this
discovery, that there were two theories of physical life, each of
which was true, but the truth of each incompatible with the
truth of the other, which shook the spirit of my Father with
perturbation. It was not, really, a paradox, it was a fallacy, if he
could only have known it, but he allowed the turbid volume
of superstition to drown the delicate stream of reason. He took
one step in the service of truth, and then he drew back in an
agony, and accepted the servitude of error.

This was the great moment in the history of thought when
the theory of the mutability of species was preparing to throw
a flood of light upon all departments of human speculation and
action. It was becoming necessary to stand emphatically in one
army or the other. Lyell3 was surrounding himself with dis-
ciples, who were making strides in the direction of discovery.
Darwin4 had long been collecting facts with regard to the
variation of animals and plants. Hooker and Wallace, Asa Gray
and even Agassiz,5 each in his own sphere, were coming closer
and closer to a perception of that secret which was first to
reveal itself clearly to the patient and humble genius of Darwin,
In the year before, in 1856, Darwin, under pressure from Lyell,
had begun that modest statement of the new revelation, that
'abstract of an essay', which developed so mightily into 'The
Origin of Species'. Wollaston's 'Variation of Species' had just
appeared, and had been a nine days' wonder in the wilderness.

On the other side, the reactionaries, although never dream-
ing of the fate which hung over them, had not been idle. In
1857 the astounding question had for the first time been pro-
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